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A big, big, thank you! 

Again, thank you for downloading my workbook. 

When I started Freelance Freedom Fighter, I wanted to create a space where I could tell 

my story and help others make money through writing and blogging. This PDF is 

something that I hope will help get you there. 

If you like it, please share the link to my blog post (it’s right here!) and help others find the 

niche they’re been searching for. Print it out. Read it. Share it. 

Just don’t steal it, please ;).  

Now, on to the good stuff. 

XO, 

Ariel 

 

  

 

2 | www.FreelanceFreedomFighter.com | Ariel Rule - All Rights Reserved 

 

http://www.freelancefreedomfighter.com/how-to-finally-p%E2%80%A6orkbook-download/
http://www.freelancefreedomfighter.com/


 

How to Find Your High-Paying Niche 
 

Unlike some other careers, freelance writing can be a bit of a toss up when it comes to 

income. 

While some writers are stuck writing for cheap, there are others who seem not to struggle 

with landing the gigs that pay them really, really well. 

So what gives? 

Why is it that some struggle while others flourish? 

There are a few pieces to that puzzle, but the biggest one that plays a lot into this is 

picking the right niche. 

If you're reading this, then the chances are that you've been struggling with finding a niche 

to target.  

Perhaps you like to write about everything and find that your income fluctuates too much.  

Or maybe you’re already in a niche and it just doesn’t pay what you want. 

In the workbook, you’ll find actionable tips to get you from brainstorming niches to having 

in mind at least one niche to target so that you can start pitching to the people that will 

pay you more. 

There’s really no cut and dried  method for finding a high-paying niche, but my hope is that 

this book will get you closer to your goals of being a highly paid writer. 
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Where To Start: Brainstorming 101 
 

Getting started with finding your niche can feel a bit daunting, but it’s not as tough as you 

think. 

All you really need to do is break down the brainstorming process.  

In the next few pages, I’ll break this down to help ease you in and through the process. 
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Brainstorming 101:  

Start With What You Know 
 

On the last page of this PDF or on a blank piece of paper create four columns, I want you 

to write a list of everything you know about. It may feel tedious but just do it ;). 

When I say, list everything, I mean, everything. Leave no stone unturned. 

Sheep farming? Baking? Sleep training your infant? Running a store front? Gardening? 

How to roast coffee? Superhero fan? 

Seriously, list everything.  

Action plan: Take a look at your clock. Plan for 5-10 minutes of brainstorm and start jotting 

down your ideas. No idea is too silly. Even if you think it’s stupid, write it down. It might trigger 

an idea for something later. 
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Brainstorming 101:  

What Do You Really, Really, Love? 
 

Passion.  

If there is a product or a hobby out there that people can be passionate about, there is a 

business that needs a writer to write stuff. 

Like most people, I’m sure you have more than one thing you love doing. Now, I want you 

to write it down. 

Do you like painting little figurines? Are you an avid golfer? Do you love traveling to one 

specific place so much so that your family considers you the go-to expert? Are you an 

Ancient Babylonian history buff? 

Action plan:  Take five minutes (if that long) and in your second column on your paper, write 

down all the things you love. Hold nothing back.  
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Brainstorming 101:  

Who Do You Know? 
 

One area that many writers forget to take a closer look at is their current connections. 

Not only do many writers not reach out to the people they know to let them know what 

they’re doing now and to inquire about work, but they also tend to think too narrowly 

about who is a connection. 

● Your kid's principle at their school.  

● The dentist your family sees.  

● Your Credit Union. 

● Your spouse’s boss. 

● Your local real estate agent. 

These are all connections. Not just these, but also the people you know on social 

networks. It is a bit more difficult to write down every single person you know, so for this 

part, just jot down the people you wouldn’t normally think of. 

The point of this part of the exercise is just to get you thinking of all the other people you 

wouldn’t normally think of as  potential clients.  

Action plan: For this part, start listing names of people you know that you wouldn’t normally 

have thought of as a connection in the third column of your paper.  Don’t spend more than 10 

minutes doing this as you can seriously find this can become a timesuck if you’re not careful. 
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Brainstorming 101:  

What Type of Content Do You Like 

Creating? 
 

This is another good area to consider. Then, depending on what you like writing, you may 

find that you can specialize in a very specific type of content creation.  

Here is a list of the type of content you might jot down: 

● Blog Posts 

● Web Copy 

● Social Media Content (any specific kind? i.e. Pinterest or Facebook?) 

● Magazine Articles 

● Product Descriptions 

● Emails 

● Lead Magnets for increasing email opt-ins 

● Case Studies 

● White Papers 

● Brochure Copy 

● E-books 

● Ghostwriting 

Action plan: Add the types of content you like creating or think you’d like to give a go. Spend a 

minute or so here and then move on. 
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Evaluating What You’ve Come Up With 
 

By now you should have three columns full of names and things you know and love. 

I could leave you here with nothing more but a whole bunch of names and topics, but I 

know that won’t do you any good. 

So here’s what I want you to do now. 

Look at your paper. 

Is there a pattern throughout the columns? 

For example, maybe you know about coffee roasting, you love coffee and you have friends 

that run a coffee shop. 

That could mean that being a coffee copywriter is where you should double down as your 

new niche. 

Check to see if any pattern like this emerges from what you’ve written down. 

It might be hard to find a pattern and if that’s you — that’s okay. 

Sometimes there isn’t one, and it’s nothing to freak out about.  
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If You Can’t Find a Pattern 

If you really can’t find a pattern of some kind, here is what you can do. 

Go through the list of topics and circle the ones that really interest you. 

Look at these and think, “If I could write about anything and be paid, it would be this.” 

Now cross-check what you’ve circled to see if you know anyone who  fits into the 

categories you like and who might be able to give you your first sample in this niche. 
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What To Do With Your Results 
 

After you’ve worked through these pages and written down your results from 

brainstorming, you should have a clear view of niches that you really want to target. 

This is the part where I want you to get creative. 

You have some research to do now. 

But I don’t want you to simply look  at other blogs, I want you to look at businesses, 

companies and magazines. 

For example, let’s say that you love fishing or gardening. 

Both of these are broad niches that have a lot of low paying venues available. But if you 

look harder, you can find the gems under the surface. 

Fishing is a huge industry. There are plenty of businesses that create fishing, boating and 

tackle equipment.  These businesses need content for blogs, catalogs, web copy and 

product copy. They probably even need help with social media. 

There are places all over the world that people go specifically so they can fish.  

There are plenty of magazines about fishing that pay top dollar for stories. 

So as you can see, if you dig, you can find businesses with a bigger budget to pay you what 

you’re worth. 

If you niche down, create a blog on this topic, and also work on your own outreach, you 

can land better clients. 
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Researching Your Niche 
Okay, right now, you should have narrowed your list down to at least one viable choice. 

If you have more than one to explore, that’s totally okay. You just need to break down the 

research process a bit so you’re not doing a lot of jumping around. 

At this point, I want you to take one niche and hit up Google to see if there is writing work 

in this area. 

Here’s a simple Google search: 

[your niche] + “write for us” 

Doing this will pull up blogs that accept writers in the niche you’re researching.  

Take some time to pour through the results to see if there are any blogs that pay writers 

or discover whether or not they have much of a budget. 

This will help you gauge if your niche is a high-paying one or not. 
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Look Beyond Blogs 

Blog writing is great, and it’s certainly the easier one to break into, but it’s not the only 

option out there. And they tend to not pay the best either. 

Depending on the niche you’re looking at and the type of content you like to write, here 

are a few other things to consider researching: 

● Magazines and Trade Publications. If there is a hobby or popular topic on your list, 

then there is probably a magazine out there that accepts  articles from freelancers. 

● Small to Medium-Sized Local Businesses. Your local area is probably full of 

potential clients. Instead of going to a job board to nail a low paying gig, do a local 

internet search for your new niche. Make a full list of the businesses who fit into 

what you’re targeting and start cold-calling or go on a drive one day to visit them all 

and introduce yourself. The time spent doing this isn’t much longer than trying to 

write detailed cold-pitches. 

● Large Businesses with Blogs or Missing Content Types. Product and other service- 

based businesses are a writer’s paradise. These businesses tend to make more than 

a blog and they have the budget for content marketing. They also tend to be areas 

that have things missing in their content plans. They may need help creating 

engaging blog posts or writing newsletters that get opened. Perhaps they have 

brochures they publish that are just too bland and need work. If that’s the case, you 

can swoop in and save the day. 

After you spend some time researching your niche, you may find that  there are  just not 

enough businesses or writing markets for you to target.  

If that’s the case, then it’s a clear sign that it’s not the niche for you and you can move on to 

the next idea on your list. 
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Bonus:  

You’ve Found Your Niche! Now What? 
 After you’ve gone through the workbook and done your research, you should now have 

an idea of a good niche you can start targeting and landing work with. 

But now what? 

Obviously, you should start pitching to your niche right away.  

But you don’t need to stop there. 

One of the best ways you can start landing work and making money from your niche is to 

start a niche-specific blog and start creating content that would attract your prospect. 

You don’t need to go all out with this. 

Seriously, you could spend an hour setting up your blog and then spend two days creating 

a couple of pieces of content that you can use to show a client how you write for  this 

industry. 

Don’t feel like setting up a blog? 

That’s totally fine too. Instead, you can start a publication on Medium or create a few 

one-off posts.  

It’s completely free and easy to write there. 

So go on. Start writing! 

 

14 | www.FreelanceFreedomFighter.com | Ariel Rule - All Rights Reserved 

 

http://www.freelancefreedomfighter.com/

